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FROM THE GOSPEL VISITANT, 


wows 
A LETTER. 

‘HE following letter was written by a young woman, 
in the last stage of an incurable disease, to a female 
friend, with whom she bad some previous conversa- 
tion on the doctrine of Universal Salvation, ‘The 

it seems, had uniforiuly opposed the doctrine ; 


— 


writer. 
her friend 


3 ge 
be ier iti Uke 


had argued in favor of it, aud professed ber 

During the sickness of the writer, and 
but a few hours before her death, she wrote this let- 
ter to te® friend, expressing her firm belief in the 
doctrine which she before disputed, and detailing the 
treatment she received in conse quence of her avowal 


‘ 


Gi he r isith. 


Byrre.yp, Jan, 1, 1018. 
DFAR MARTHA, 
is the last time that 


for my frame is wast- 


lam confident that this 
ever L shall write to vou. 
ine awav as fast as time, and J soon shall be be- 
yond the reach of friends ; but | could not be 
posed until I had written to you, for in 
vour last letter to me you reprimanded me for 
my opinions respe cting the S; sbension 1 of all men. 


‘. 
IMhis | could not well reconcile. 


tully com 


} ou obser ve, 


the purchase was for all, through the blood of 


hrist. 
i have, since my coniinement, been visited 
ith an evidence, that there is a fulness in 
Christ for every son and daughter of Adam. 

ector P. has visited me a number of times, 
me that l am tn an er- 
breewill Lapusts have 
likewise been to see me. ‘They ail consider 
ine as fast hastening to eternity ; and when | 
awake in another world, they tel! me, it will be 
the ambassadors of hell that will bear my im-| 
mortal spirit to their infernal abode, if I do not 
renounce the belief of the salvation of all men, 
and further. the y express a great desire about 
iny poor soul, 
gence to know what led my 
think of so wicked a principle. 

Thursday Morning.—| perceive that I am ev- 
ery moment drawing towards my dissolution.— 
‘There is a plain alteration in me since | began 
to write. 

Dr. P. made me a visit yesterday, and find- 
ing me firm and unshaken, left me with these 
words ; Eliza, you still persist in your cursed, 
darnnable doctrine ; but my prayers ave, that 
you may be convinced of your error, before it 
shall be eternally too late, 
wrath tocome. ‘To all appearance, Eliza, vou 
may never behold the 
and then your poor, tmmortal soal must sink in 
eternal despair, if you ep not renounce your 
awful doctrine.””. Dear Martha, as I 
heard a Universalist well nor one talk, ex- 
cept yourself, and that better than a year ago, 
you must think my mind has been wrought up- 
on by the Almighty, or | never could have been 
changed. I thank and adore his holy name, for 
his mitinite goodness to me, in bringing me trom 
darkness into the paths of light, iiie and that 

eace and happiness which is without ead 

I wish my paper was larger, but my friends 
withhold it from me. 


io endeavor to convince 
ror. Phe ba; 


Mists and 


mind at first to 


rest almost every word. 


and are searching with all a. 


and flee from the| 


rising of another sun ;) 


You will find this almost! m 
unintelligible, for Lam so weak that 1 have to; 


ee 


It would be impossible for me to describe to 
you the calmness of my mind, while meditating 
|on death, since the glorious period of my being 
brought to the fulness and mercy of Jesus Christ 
my Redeemer, in his suffering for me and all 
mankind. Here is love which is stronger than 
death, 
| At the age of twenty-two, lam cut off from 
| the circles of the world, from my companions 
jand friends, and brougit to a Seing bed. Even 
in this situation, | am happy veyend expression, 
in the joys of my Saviour. 

Martha, may this be a careful lesson to you 
to put your trust in Christ, and never repine at 
the dispensation of Providence, let your lot be 
as it may, in life. 

i wish you to come te Byfield, as soon as you 
reecive this ; for you are the only sister that 
will own me, on this side of heaven. ‘There 
i hope to meet those who now disown me and 
persecute me, even while on the verge of eter- 
nity, the only believer, who put my trust in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men. 
Farewell. ELIZA W—. 

P.S. May the faithful promuigators of Christ 
pray for one, that is left alone, to travel through 
the troubles and trials of life, to her Saviour’s 
arms. 





It seems impossible to read the foregoing let- 
ter without solemn, interesting and fruitful re- 
flections. The sentiments it c ont: ps were com- 
mitted to paper, at a time, and in circumstances 
which forbid all criticism upon the language in 
which they are conveyed. With the sentiments 
alone, is ail our concern ; and they certainly 
‘furnish, in connexion with the circumstances de- 
itaile 1. abundant matter for observation and im- 
pr ovement. 
| ‘'Ehis young female had been educated in 
‘the straitest sect” of that religion which 

teaches the eternal perdition of ail, 

\¢ hosen few. 
jin the town where she lived, where, we pre- 
} 





sume no Universalist ever preached, or in any 
/wav disseminated his sentiment. Indeed, the 
writer states to her friend, that she * never 
heard a Universalist preach or talk, except her- 
self,’ and this, she observes, was * better than 
a year ago,” at which time, we learn from the 
letter, she was opposed to the doctrine, ia such 
i degree as to produce a * reprimand” trom her 
friend. Consequently, she was not biassed in 
favour of Universalsin, by education, habit, the 
opinions of parents, friends, ohurch or minister. 
Yet, though without the inducements which may 


ibe suppose d to follow from such causes, without 
never! 


hearing the doctrine irom the lips of any ex- 
cept one female friend, with parents, friends, 
charch and minister in opposition, ona sick bed, 
and in view of death, which was rapidly ap- 
proaching, the reflecting suflerer 
with an evidence, that there ts a fulness in 
Christ, for Adam.” 
The truth gives her *¢ all joy and peace.” It 


every son and daughter of 


* strengthens her upon the bed of languisting 


rey 


‘+ ecalmness of her mind, while 
is indescribable, 


he subsequent 
‘ditating on death,” 


JANUARY 22, 1820. 











NO. 30. 








much of what a dying person says, either by 
way of support to a doctrine or as a renuncia- 
tion of one ; but yet we would always notice 
whatever is remarkable in the christian life, 
and this, we are disposed to consider as a very 
noticeable case, for reasons intimated above. 
Bat what would christians generally say, were 
a person, in opposition to their peculiar views, 
to be converted on her death bed, toa full be- 
lief in the doctrine she had before opposed ?— 

** Behold,” say they, * the wonders of Almigh- 
ty grace in communicating truth and changing 
the heart.” W hy then, will you not let your 
own argument have its weight and application in 
one case as well as in the other ? 

We are necessitated to observe brevity in 
these remarks, and therefore must hasten to in- 
troduce in this melancholy drama, a personage, 
who, for reasons already discovered by the 
reader, must have a share of our notice. The 
Rev. Dr. P , was the pastor of the church 
to which the dying believer belonged, and con- 
sequently the clergyman in attendance. Hav- 
ing visited her, and being about to depart, he ad- 
dresses her, “ you still persist in your cursed, 
damnable doctrine, &c.” Without quoting the 
whole address, we may inquire, what of argu- 
ment was there in all this? How far was this 
comdemnatory sentence calculated to convert 
and save a soul from death? If the view of 
death, when known to be rapidly approaching, 
combined with the anathemas of a priest, could 
act upon the reason and judgment of man, there 
would never have been a martyr upon earth.— 
Appeals to the passions and solemn denunciations 
of wrath are the resort of those Who are desti- 
tute of reason and argument to support what they 
affirm. ‘These may alarm, agitate and confound 
the mind, but they never convince the under- 
standing. In the case before us the sufferer re- 





‘mains tranquil and stedfast in her faith; and 


t ‘ ° . 
except a\ though she intimates that she considers these 


She was a member of the church, | 


things in the light of persecution, yet, in the true 
character of the religion she has adopted, she 
*‘*hopes to meet in heaven, those who disown 
and persecute her.”’ Who can forbear exclaim- 
ing with the apostles, “ thanks be to God who 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ.” 

Ove or two observations more and we have 
done. We have ever understood that ministers 
when attending a dying bed required faith and 
conlidence in God, and we know that at sucha 
time, they are pre-eminently necessary. but, 
if seems, that if we may sometimes have too lit- 
tle faith, we may likewise, at other times have 
too much. Indeed, if we but look altentively, 
we shall see, that we have always too little or 
too much, according as we are below or above 
the standard of faith, which our theologians e- 
rect for us. "This standard is their own creed, 


‘placed in an upright and imposing attitude.-— 


is ** visited | 


‘Christ. 


it is, that we are advised to believe in 
to trust in God, to resign ourselves whol- 
ly to his mercy; and when a man evinces his 
compliance with these directions, he will be 


[lence 


told of the awful danger of his condition; and 


the great “ joy and peace there is ia believing” 
are accounted sure signs of perdition. his ts 


We are not greatly predisposed to make too, because the subject ventures to believe beyond 
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the narrow confines of human systems. Happy 
they, who have escaped the influences of tradi- 
tion and inconsistency. Such “wait upon the 
Lord and renew their strength. they mount up 
wilh wings as eagles, they run and are not wea- 
ry, they walk and are not faint.” 

hieppy wast thon. Eliza, and blessed 
thy departing moments. Thongh thou 
no earthly comforter; though pain and weak- 
ness break down thy frail tabernacle: though 
thy «flesh and thy heart failed, God was the 
strength of thy heart, and thy portion forever.” 
Thou wrt twice blessed, for thou hast not only 
the ministration of life.” but hast im- 
d sisters, in 


hadst 


received 
parted itto others. Thy bret 
the taith of the great saivalion, have received 
thy dying testimony trath. The minis- 
iers ci the New Testament wiil record thy 


In patience, | 


! 
Hiren al 


to the 


nevers” pe 


pe. 
hdelity, confidence and joy, the daughters of our 
learn trom thee, tle vaiue of reig- 


t & 
hour. tor in thee they 


aSan- example to Lv 


Israei will 
10D In a dying 


plified, that. 


imac 


exeme-| 


-ce 


** Jecns can make a dyit ¢ bac 

Peel s fi sd yny pruiic Ss ure | 
Waile on bis | st we lean our head. 

And br e our l it sweetly ther 
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ATONEMENT. 
ACCORDING to cur promise in our Jast number, we 
proceed to present our readers witl some remarks on 
the doctrine of Atonement, as laid down in the extract 


in our last, from the Rev. Mr. Savine’s Dedication 


Sermon. 


Ist. 


which our preacher says, | 


This atonement seems toeconsist of two parts ; 
Of the obedience of Christ. 
‘* was of more real value, and of higher account in the 
estimation of the great lawgiver, than any merely hu-| 
man obedience could have been.” And 2dly, Of the| 
sufferings of Christ, which our preacher says, ** do| 
make atonement.” If the reader will cast his eye over | 
that the | 
the obedi- | 
for the | 


understand 
that 


accepted «as a substitute 


the extract in our last, he will 


preacher means to be understood, 
ence of Christ is 
obedience of the sinner, and that the sufferings of | 
Christ are accepted in room of the endless sufferings of 
the transgressors. 

We wil] now examine this doctrine of atonement. | 
ist. Of the obedience of Christ. This, the preacher! 
“higher account 


in the estimation of the great lawgiver, than any mcrely | 
' 


i 


ays, ** was of more real value, and ef high 





human obedience could have been,” 
We must here ask, how the preacher knows this ? 
He lays it down as a fact, and we have his authority 


for its support, and this is all. What is remarkable re- | 


specting this subject is, the preacher knows that the 
cround he has here taken is dispnied ground, and he | 


Gis 
thinks, that on it depends the superstrueture which he 
efiort to give it 


has raised ; and yet be has made no 
any other support, then barely his word! This we do 
not hesitate to say is trifling with his subject, and with 
the public. 

Let us next inquire whether this proposition, thus 
resting on his authority, should we allow it to stand, 
will give any support to the doctrine which the preach- 
er endeavours to maintain? What did the law require 
of ** mere human” beings? Answer, nothing more than 
‘* mere human obedience.”* But if the obedience of 
Christ is. of higher account than mere human obedi- 
ence, it is not human obedience ; and as the law re- 
quires of every human being, human obedience, it 
certainly cannot receive any other kind of obedience 
in room of that which it required. Reader, you must 
see that the law cann»t receive 


quire, in room of what it does require. 


what it does not re- 





\ 


were. 


name! 


| this rebellious order? 
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preacher says, ** The obedience of such a PERSON was 
of more real value, and of higher account in the esti- 
mation of the lawgiver, than any mere baman obedi- 
It seems then that Christ is 
This idea the 
Now if we 


ence could have been.” 
something more than merely human. 
preacher laboured to prove in his sermon. 
allow all that he has argued on this head, and admit 
that Christ is God as well as man, and therefore of a 
character infinitely above human, what follows? It 
follows that in order that he hiniself should not be a 
sinner, he must obey the eternal law of iniinite holiness 


to the full extent of his infinite character. If he was 


what the law righteously inflicts... The meaning o¢ 
this, is ifthe Jaw inflicts on an innocent person the pun. 
ishment due to the crimes of one who is guilty, the law, 
in such a case is satisfied toward the criminal person, 
But we ask whether the preacher has any proof that qa 
righteous, or an innocent person can be justly punish. 


ed for the crime of one who is guilty? Can he quote 
authority for this either from scripture, or from any Jaw 
We this 


barbarous custom aii ng savages, but c¢ rtainly vothing 


among civilized peopl have accounts of 





among us would be more repugnant to our scuse of mo- 


jral right, or our feelings of humamity. For such en ex. 


' 
. = ‘ “s ° . ' e . r . | -" . , 
a divine person, then his obedience must be divine obe- { travagant statement we have this prea hers most £Oj- 


dience, or be disobedience. 
’ 
cou) 


requires of him, and as it ts a 


a 


which is required of man, It Is 
infinite demands of eternal jus- 


thoaneh ; 
though it 


tice on this divine person, it has nothing to do in rela- 


human beings. It is human obedience 


answers the 


tion to mere 
must continue to require. 


That the reader may see the total failure of our prea- 


eher’s argument, even on his own hypothesis, we will 


‘suppose the following case. The divine Creator has 
riven existence to a number of orders of rational, mo- 


} 


if 

laws to these different orders according to their differ- 
ent grades and capacities. 
all obey according to their respective stations, to 
all laid upon 


these different orders of be- 


n 
demands of requirements 
Would any of 
ings be any more obedient than the law of their na- 
Then suppose in 


the full 


them. 
ture required? Al] will answer, no. 
the next place, that the lowest order of these ten, should 


disobey, and ful] into rank rebellicn; what we now 


wish to know 
lowest order of the whole ten, be satistied with the obe- 


i be, and as it amounts to no more than the law | 
higher order than that| this town, 


perfectly plain that,;one oi our 
' 


tT 
which the law requires of human beings, and which it} that could be s« 


i. 1 
land ask the 


'the Stoneham murder? We 


‘al beings; say to the number of ten. He has given 
Now suppose that they! 


ithing that is more contrary to re: 


is, can the law which was binding on the} 


dience of this highest order in room of the obedience of} 


out. For if the obedience of the highest order could 
by the great law giver, in room of the obe- 
lowest, it might be in room of all the rest, 


render the obedience of all the nine or- 


be accepted, 
dience of the 
which would 
ders entirely unnecessary, and the laws binding upon 
them useless. 

The words of our Saviour, recorded Luke x. 48, are 
directly to this subject; ** For unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required ; and to whom 


‘ 
© 


(men have committed much, of him they will ask the 


more.”? The inevitable conclusion seems to be this; 
if Christ was more than human, then more than human 


obedience was required of him; but his obedience does | 


not remove the requirements of the Jaw of God from 
Look at 


the par ible of the talents, recorded in the 25th of Mat- 


us, of whom it demands Lunan obedience. 


thew; He that received five talents gained other five, 


and was received into the joy of his Lord; but he who 


< "OUV a t mic. ¢ ause ne 1d ) im rove i Ps 
had received but one, because he did not improve it 


vas cast out Into outer darkness. But aecording to 


our preacher’s doctrine, the improvement of him who 


hh ael 


nad gained five talents should have been acce pt ad ip 


room of that which was required 


of him who had the 
one talent. 

How would this doctrine, for the authority of which, 
we have the unqualified testimony of this preacher, do 


to practice upon’ If the obedience of Christ is in fuct 


Here observe. the argument runs | 


i 


' . , 
|}damnation was the 





accepted of God, in room of human obedience, then it | 


is a violation of the authority of heaven to require obe- 
dience of human beings themselves. When a law is 
satisfied it certainly does not require any thing more. 
But our laws do require many things of us, they forbid 
many things, and they inflict many penalties, all which 
is a Violation of the doctrine under consideration. 

But why should men be punished for the crimes they 
commit if Christ bas already suffered the penalty for 


their crimes? Our preacher says; ‘* The sufferings of 


Observe, the , @ sinless person do make atonement, provided he suffers 


}God; not for the reconciliation of God to us. 


Now as this is all that it! emn testimony! 


i clings of the 


Hed 


What would be the 


were they Cc: 


humane people of 
to witness the execution of 
citizens, Who was not only acknowledged 
any crime whatever, but one who had ac- 
1 to his fellow citizens and to the 


the best ch 


} 4-1} re aloaect 
Hey nova cry a10u 


jinnocent of 
tually cone more go 
public than an! iracters 


90d man niust die7— 


authority why th 


And ts there one of common sense and of common sen- 


sibility who would be satishied on being told that he was 


those who « ommitted 


to be executed for the crimes ot 
humbly ask our read: rs, 
and especially those of our town, whether the bare tes- 
timony of one or more of our preachers is altogether 


sufficient to establish such doctrine Should this prea- 


cher study ever so long, he never could invent any 


¢ con and seripture.— 


The following testimony of the Sevicur is an exact and 
clear representation of both scripture and sound reason 
Viatt. 
what this meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice. 


“5 TT} eo 


on this subject. xi. 7. ** Dutift ve had known 


ve would not have condemned the guiltless. 


whole of the scriptures is a systematical refutation oi 


this preacher’s doctrine, so are the the eternal laws « 
reason and conscience. 


We must again call the attention of our readers to the 
denunciation on sinful Adem in the garden; ** Cursed 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of 


is the ground for hy sake ; 


it all the days of thy lire. ‘Tliorns also and thistles shalt 
it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the dust.”? This is the full extent 
of the divine denunciation on man for the first trans- 
eternal 


but we 


gression ; but our doctors of divinity say that 
the law 4 
will believe God, and ask our preacher whether Christ 


4 


pe nalty of 


suffered this penalty which God pronounced on Adam? 
It does not a pear that he did . and if he had, there is 
not the least reason in supposing that be suffered it in 
Adam’s room. Bat supposing we allow the penalty to 
be eternal sufferings, we then ask, did Christ suffer eter- 
nal punishment? ‘This even our preacher would not 
allow. Then his doctrine of atonement is nothing after 
all but a chimera. 

Our heavenly Father has always treated sinners of 
the human race, exactly as a kind father treats his err- 
ing children. tie ealls on us to repent of our sins and 
rormises us his favour. He never told us, in his word, 
hat he had got satisfaction for our sins by tormenting 


Son. No such disposition of cruelty was 


loved 
ever revealed from God tous. The apostle John says, 
** Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
propitiation is for our reconciliation to 
For 


sins.”? This 
** God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 

Although we have spoken with freedom on what we 
esteem the errors of our brother SABINF, we can say 
in sincerity that we feel toward him as our heavenly 
Father has taught us by his word coneerning Ephraim 
of old ; ** See Jeremiah xxxi. 20, “Is Ppbrais my dear 
son? is he a pleasant child? for since ] speke aguinst 


him, 1 do earnestly remember him still; therefore my 
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and 66th chapters, on 
and the new earth. 
if these passages do not 


It is not the man that we prophesy recorded in his 65th 
and though ; the subject of the new heavens 
we have endeavoured to disprove his wrong opinions, Perhaps the reader will say ; 
in discharge of our duty to him and the public, we are, prove that our material system will come to an end, 
there are no passages in the scripture which prove any 
‘such thing. Reply; We hardly think there are any 
passages which were designed to point out such an e- 
vent. And we think that our christian clergy have 
| been too credulous on this subject, and reprehensibly 


upon hin, saith the Lord.” 





feel to set ourselves against, but his errors ; 


disposed to cultivate a charitable spirit and disposition 
towards the man. and to wish him prosperity in the Re- 


deemer’s cause. 


LORD.” erroneous in refering the scriptures to an event which 
they were never designed to set forth. We mean not 
to be understood to believe, as philosophers, that our 
| solar system may not all be dissolved, or changed into 


a very different state; but we do not think that the 


“THE DAY OF THE 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 107.) 





Sumost eighteen bundred years have passed away 


since this epistle to the Thessalonians was written, but 


| 
| 


: : ' may take place in the political, civil, or ecclesiastical 
ion on this subieet, the day ef the Lord has not yet} J ne P S 


me asa thief: but those who lived in darkness and 
ithe world, 


cbt tigplee wha Sontag gg | ed powers of the church of Rome were at peace in their 
, carnal security; but when they said peace and safety, 
j then sudden destruction came. A light sprung up which 
‘put them in great pain, and it came upon them as a 


in that age 


died in darkness, 
this epistle, according to common opinion, are In a 
state the invisible 


the day of the Lord 





of torment, in world. Now when 
comes, will it come on them as a 


> will 


be asked, by some, what St. Peter could mean by the}, : : . 
be anten, 83 . The systems of men, the wisdom of this world, reposing 


dav of the Lord which should come as a thief in thet. ‘ ea a 
= ; in the organized strength of ecclesiastical rule and au- 


night. when the heavens should pass away with a great 
noise. and the elements should melt with fervent beat, 
ie earth also and the works that are therein should 
It seems reasonable to suppose that St. 
came by this kind of description, as 


Colleges and Theological Institutions, have seemed to 
an } i! o e 
. F say, ** peace and safety; I set a queen, and am no wid- 
be burnt ups 4 

Peter meant the 
did the prophets and Jesus Christ by a similar manner. 


We have seen that when the prophets would represent 


ow, and shal] see no sorrow ;” but to such the day of 


shall come in one day, death, and mourning, and fam- 


the overthrow of cities or kingdoms, they introduced 
into their description the cessation of the heavenly orbs 


So the Sav- 


is the Lord God who judgeth her.” 





and the discontinuance of the earth, &c. 





[COMMU NICATED. | 
were 
MR. HUNTINGTON’S SERMON. 
MUCH EXPECTED AND BUT LITTLE RECEIVED. 

Mr. Eprror,—On Saturday last, notice was given 
in the ** Boston Recorder,” that on Wednesday the 19th 
inst. the Rev. Mr. Huntineton of Bridgewater, 
would deliver a discourse on ERROR, in the Rev. Mr. 
Sabine’s Meeting House. 

Being desirous to hear ERROR exposed, I attended, 
His text was, Prov. xiv. 12, ** There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” After a few general observations, he 
noticed three things which he called errors; according 
to the best of my recollection. 

I. A system of morality, which some thought would 
carry them to heaven, or make them happy in the end. 
All this he condemned, though he acknowledged there 
could be no religion without morality. 

2, A second error be mentioned was, the views and 
feelings some bad, which did not lead to a righteous 
‘life, when they were out of the place of worship. 

3. The third error the preacher mentioned, was what 
he called Universalism. This he called a very danger: 
our error, which was rapidly spreading through our 
country. He considered it a very plausible error, as 
it taught that God was very merciful and of course would 
not punish his creatures unmercifully forever. He stat- 
ed one thing concerning the salvation of all men, which 
is true, viz. ** that the doctrine at this day has many 
very powerful advocates. ‘This witness is true; and we 
will mention some of them. 

1. The Sun which is an universal light, shining on 
the just and unjnst, 

‘ And publishes to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand.” 
The Sun teaches all nations, that ‘* the Lord God is a 
sun and shield, and will give grace and glory; and 
that Christ the sun of righteousness, will be as exten- 
sive in his blessings to all mankind, as is the natural 
sun; which shines for the good of all. ** His name shall 
endure forever, his name be continued so long as the 


ieur. In his account of the destruction of Jerusalet, 
used similar language. See Matt. xxiv. 20. © Immedi- 
ately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
tLe stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of hea- 
All this the divine teacher con- 





ven shall be shaken.” 
fined to the generation in which he lived, as may be 
seen by reading the S4th verse. 

If the reader will take the trouble to compare this 
passage in Peter, this in Matthew, the one in Thessalo- 
nians under consideration, and one in the 2ist of Luke 
iogether, it is believed that it will appear reasonable 
that they all refer to the same time and events. See 


passage in the 21st of Luke, After speaking of the 


the 
destruction of Jerusalem and assuring his disciples that 
all these things should take place in that generation, he 
exhorts them as follows ; ‘*And take heed to yourselves, 





lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 
feiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so 


For as spare 


that day come upon you unawares. a ° 
shal] it come on all thei thet dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shal] come to pass, and to stand before the 
son of man.” Concerning the coming of this day, the 
Saviour here says, it shall come as a snare, that it might 
overtake even his disciples unawares. In Matt. xxiv, 
on the same subject he says ; ‘*If the good man of the 
heuse had known in what watch the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to be broken up ;”? and further; * The lord 
of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of.”? St. 
Paul to the Thessalonians, speaks of this day’s 
’ as a thief, and St. Peter says it will come as a thict in 


It the reader will re-examine our letter to 


conung 





tio wsed 
ipe night. 





Pe eage  R E Se a ee is ‘nagar 
the Rev. S. R, Smith, page 102, proof will be found! vy. men shall be blest in him, ail pations shall call 
that St. Peter could not aliude to @ destruction of the ]yjm blessed.” 





bowels are troubled for him: I will surely have mercy | literal heavens and earth, but to the subject of Isaiah's! 
sent on the evil and the good, of all nations, in all ages. 
‘This is universal. 


the day of the Lord, as It is nerally understood, has ; : é : ; 
: ' : f the TI scriptures decide any thing respecting this matter. 

not vet cou set us here inquire how the jessalo- on 5 : 

3 Sac 4 ; this d at l'o conclude: In scripture language, ‘*the day of 
Tit s CC b} t én Exposed ohave ws Gay oO 1€ | é “ : am 
er ‘ thier if ¢ Ae eat | of | the lord,” may refer to any great event which regards 
Lord overtake them as a thiei, uo they had not been H ‘ : "yt ie 

ey. ‘ . , . {a nation ora city, or which respects the changes which | 
the hight According to the commonly received opin- | = 


thief? ** When they shall say peace and safety,’ a ; ; 
wy yt , 5 mess. t thief. So we may say respecting all those great chan 
idden destruction come upon them? This inquiry | ’ : a hee 
ee ; ait Sut it y | ges which have taken place in the church since the 
cuficiently refutes this common opimion. sut it may{* a aes am : 
ae . ¥ | days of Calvin and Luther, and so it is at this day ;— | 


the Lord is fast advancing asa thief, and ‘‘ her plagues | 


ine ; and she shall be utterly burnt with fire ; for strong | 


119 


2. Phe rain is another powerful advocate; which is 


It is said of Christ, ** He shall come 
like rain upon the mown grass, and as showers that wa- 
ter the earth.” 

3. ‘The earth with all its riches, is a powerful advo- 
cate for Universalism, for it is full of God’s riches, and 
is given to the sons of men. 

4, ‘The sea is another powerful advocate, as it is de- 
signed for the general good of all; and all are in some 
way or other benefited by it. ‘The angel who preach- 
ed the gospel to all nations, called on them to worship 
him who made the heavens, earth, seas, and fountains 
of water. 

5. Ali the prophets since the world began are power- 
ful advocates for Universalism, or the restitution of all 
things.—Acts iii, 21, ** Whom the heavens must re- 


ceive until the times of restitution of all things, which 
| God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.”> How powerful must such ad- 


vocate asthese be! 

6. Jesus Christ is another powerful advocate for Uni- 
iversalism. ‘*If any man sin, we have an advocate 
‘with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is 


. c . . . © r , ; © a 5 ! ° n ; ? 4 - 
systems in any nation, or any people, and in any age of} the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
Before the reformation, the dark, benight- 


also for the sins of the whole world.” Jesus declared 
‘that he came to seek and save that which was lost; not 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them ; not to judge 
the world, but to save the world, 

| 7% The apostles of the Lamb are another set of pow- 
‘erful advocates for what Mr. UH. calls error. Paul de- 
| Clares that Christ gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time ; that God will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, that as in 
' Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ; 
‘and as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. He also says, 


thority, and being bred up by the powerful supports of | that where sin abounded grace did much more abound, 


that as sin hath reigned unto death; even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
| Christ our Lord. That Christ shall reconcile all things 
to himself, bring every knee to bow; gather in one all 
things in himself, in heaven and earth; take away the 
sin of the world, that God may be all in all. John de- 
'clares that he heard every creature in heaven, earth, 
{under the earth, in the sea, and all that in them is, say, 
| blessing, riches, wisdom, honour, power, and glory be 
to him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for- 
ever. 

| 8. The angels are powerful advocates for this doctrine 
as they declared good tidings of great joy to all people, 
with peace on earth, and good wall towards men. 

9. The spirit of God in reproving the world of sin, 
isa powerful advocate for the salvation of the world ; 
for it blames the world, for not believing that Christ is 
their Saviour; and this spirit in all good men, leads them 
to pray for the saivation of all, though many do not be- 
lieve that will take place, which the spirit leads them 
to pray for. 

10. In addition to all these powerful advocates for 
Universalism, there are at this day, many able preach- 
ers, and thousands of men and women of the first rate 
abilities, who are such powerful advocates for this 
doctrine, that al] their adversaries are not able to gain- 
say or resist them; and in consequence of all these able 
advocates in heaven, and earth, the doctrine is fast 
spreading in all directions, to the great grief of its op- 
posers, to the joy of its frieuds, the honor of Christ, 
and the highest glory of God, who is shewing all flesh 
his salvation. 

We cannot in truth say that Mr. Hs. doctrine of e- 
ternal misery, has many powerful advocates; for this 
part of the pagan mythology, is fast returning to its o- 
riginal nothing, to the great joy ofmen who are design- 
ed for life everlasting. AVPOLLOS. 

——_ 3 








Errata. 

In our last paper, in the lost page, last column, fifth 
line from top, for 24th read 25th, and in same line for 
25th read 24th. 

n No 27, on the third page, last column, last line o 
in No 27, on the third page, last col last ] f 


the article, for ** leadeth to destruction,’ read leadeth 
to life. 


ee 





AND FOR SALE AT THIS OF FICE—PRICE 12 1-2 CENTS. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting Liouse, in this town, on the Lvening of 
last Sabbath, Jan. 16, 1820-—by Rev. Hosea Baroy, 
pastor. — Text, ** Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, except: 
aman be bern again, he cannel see the kingdom o/ 
Ged.’—Johm ii. 2. Jun, 2: 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
“ons 
LADIES’ DRESS, 

HOW many dresses ladics wear, 
In all of which pride has a share, 
The morning dishabille appears 
And answers well for household cares ; 
But more complete and full attire, 
Their walks and afternoons require. 
To worship the Great God of heaven, 
More richly dress’d one day in seven ; 
But when in parties they appear, 
A finer dress they choose to wear ; 
And when to ball-rooms they advance, 
And join the lively, giddy dance, 
More gaudy ‘ress becomes the scene, 
Where sashes wave and spangles gleam. 
But soon the sprightly hours are past, 
For pleasures cannot always last. 
A cold ensues 
Disorder seats upon the lungs ; 
A chamber dress is now put on, 
Nor chang’d at morn or evening sun. 
But mortal sickness soon is oer, 
The lady needs but one dress more. b. 


and sickness comes, 


i 








MORALITY. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 








AAA 


REASON. 

Whatever intelligence mankind possess seems given 
for valuable purposes, consequently they appear to des- 
pise the gift, who contend thatit should not be used, and 
yet substitute nothing better in the place of it. Who- 
ever says no one should be guided by the light of a can- 
dle, because it does not afford the meridian blaze of day, 
conducts with the same propriety as he, who discards 
the light of reason because it does not shine with the 
splendour of heaven. Man is favoured with no light 
which is more brilliant than reason, hence, by rejecting 
its cheering lamp, he deprives himself of the most cer- 
tain means of information, and abridges the sphere of his 
researches. If reason is not to be used, its loss is of no 
consequence ; then has God given something which is 
unnecessary, and only burthensome to those who have 
the misfortune to share of it. These are fair deductions 
from the position which is generally taken by those who 
contend that reason is absolutely useless in matters of 
religion, and that man must exercise faith without rea- 


son, or exercise unreasonable faith, in be lieving the | |may as well be the one as the other. 


scriptures of the God of reason. 


without evidence, and no being can believe according | 
to evidence, unless he employs his reason to ascertain 


its concinnity and conclusiveness. If any pretend to 


possess faith in God which is not founded in reason, this | 


faith is irrational, or if reasonable, they know it not. 


But it is utterly impossible for any to believe truth or 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


idea wished to impose on the credulity of the ignorant 
a mysterious system, or, having little understanding | 
themselves, believed al] would be reduced to their stan- | 
dard, if they could be persuaded to reject their own 
reason. If mankind in religious concerns are denied 
the use of reason, and if the least attempt to employ its 
powers in matters of faith be dangerous ; those are the | 
most consistent christians who believe the most absurd | 
propositions, and who have the most faith in impossibil- 
ities. But as the admission of this idea would destroy | 
every evidence of the truth of the scriptures, of the ad- 
vent of a Saviour, and of a future state, we feel no dis- 


HERMES, 


position to grant it. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


annun 
MORALITY—RELIGION. 
It is not a little dificult to reconcile the tenets and 
per- | 


those of the Calvinistic 


and examples of 


frequent observations of 


suasion, with the precepts Jesus 
Christ. By them, the professed Calvinists, we are 
told that however pure a man’s moral character may 
be, however benevolent and praiseworthy his conduct 
all eternity un- | 
less he They take it f | 
granted, that faith is in every one’s power, and that if 
is the person’s own voluntary fault if he does not velieve, 


and be saved, and in the same breath will that 


is, he will nevertheless be damned to 


believe—-—as_ they do. 





assert 
salvation unaided, uninduced by the sinner, is a free | 
instantaneous act of the Deity, without any regard to) 
the merits of the creature. Let a man go forth and 
stars in the blue 


that is | 


commit as many crimes as there are 
concave of heaven, yet if he will but believe, 
if he is compelled by a superior power to believe, what 


he does not, he is saved to al! intents and paar S35 
and should he conduct criminally after this takes Ms lace, | 
it is quite immaterial as to his final salvation, for the 
true faith is of more value than the keepiug of on com- 


mandments of God, 


** Saint, saint he is, and saint he shall be still !”” 





tradiction of this, would be an insult on his under- | 
standing. It is sufficient to state facts, and common | 
sense will correctly draw the conclusions. Those | 
who hold such irrational tenets aim a deadly blow at 
the peace and welfare of society ; and have done, since 
the time of their Genevean Master, more real damage 
to the progvess of Christianity than all that has been 
attempted by its most able and daring opposers. 
place the virtuous and vicious on a level, confounding 


They 





A reasonable God | reason in order to agitate the passions inherent in hu- 
cannot require any of his rational creatures to believe | /man nature, that they may encompass some favourite 





falsehood without evidence, and no evidence can pro- | 


duce conviction, without the operation of reason, hence, 
the disuse of reason precludes the possibility of belief. 


the apostle entertained a 
sequently said, 
is good. 


high idea of reason, and con- | 
prove all things; hold fast that which } 
If all things called revelations from God were 


to be received implicitly, and without examination, he) cred writings) and religion go hand in hand and can 
did wrong in requesting his brethren in Thessalonica to pot exist separately, the former is not morality—is of 
prove all things, and to hold fast those which they had | no value without he Jatter is connected with it. A 
If reason js to be thrown away in con-: bank note divided in halves is no longer a bank note, is 
cerns of the greatest moment, the highest powers of worth nothing till the two halves are united together. 


proved good. 


man are to be neutralized when they are most needed, 
and he is left destitute of one rational hope. 


respectfully of God, who contends that reason and re- 


pel preacher resemble mount Vesuvius ever and anon 
belching forth flames of fire and sulphur? 
It must be evident to every unprejudiced inquirer that 


| 
) 


| 
| 


From all morality its summit that towers to the celestial abodes ! 
these considerations it seems clear, that he speaks dise Could the lofty 
_ where it now is, 
ligion have no relation. Those who first advanced this | laid prostrate ? 


jah! no christian ! 


good and evil, so that a man, if their doctrine is true, 
They set aside 


projects of their own. 

it is found nevertheless that they are glad to make use 
of reason whenever it can be used to their advantage. 
How often do we bear from the lips of the pretended 
elect that such aman “Is a good moral person, but 
That such a preacher only deliver: 
good moral discourse! Would they have every gos- 


VV hat 
do they mean by sneering at and reviling morality ° 
Do they mean to cherish the idea that religion can ex- 
ist without morality, and morality without religion? 
Morality (by which is meant that Jaid down in the sa- 


In fine, religion is the basisof a superstructure and 


' 
spire of Park-street Church remain 
were the church and its foundation 
Man is naturally a religious as well as 


hope the world will disugre e.”’ 


) judgment 


land darincly presume to doom to 


ithe offspring aid 


To point out to the reader the absurdity and con-], 






la rational animal, and is distinguished as much by the 
one from the brute creation as by the other, Show me 
a man of strict morals, of benevolent actions, who 
strives to do his duty to God and man, and to obey this 
| divine and reasonable command of Jesus Christ, “* Do 
unto — as ye would that others should do unto 


and you show me in the genuine sense of the 


Perhaps he may not believe in the 


| you,” 
| word a pious one, 
| subtle dogmas of scholastic divines—perbaps he may 
not belicve that his benevolent Fathe 
| partial tosome and cruel to others of his children ; 
) yet allowing these proud dictators in theology to be 


r in lleaven is 


clse than on evidence of 
* In 


And eve ry man’s 


correct, it would be nothing 


himman nature, faith and 
faith 
be it what it may, is only between t im and his maker, [t 
is his actions and their influence in society that concern 

What deiinition of religion does the Scrit - 
lt is this, ** Pore relicion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father; is this, ** To visit the fath- 
erless and widows in their afflictions, and to keep him- 

And also, ** Fear 
for this is the whole 


the imp rfection ol 





1: 
mankind. 


ture give 


self unspotted from the world.”’ 


God and kee Pp his commandments, 


duty of man.*? Can there be ony thing more plain, 
more to the point than this: Too often it is the case 
with those who set faith above of morality, the pretend- 


ed followers of the meek 
seat of God.— 


and lowly Jesus, to usurp the 


** Snatch from his ha 
Rejudge his justice, be the 


nd the balance and the rod, 
rod ol God,’ 


everlasting woe all 


those who do not profess a belief in their peculiar no- 
tions. With hearts like adamant, and out of vain cu- 
riosity will they visit the sick and dying, and imprudent- 
ily express their profane doubts of the future welfare of 


bel ve d object, 1 niess he has ] revi- 


ously made written or verbal confession of his 


men, Too 


helief in certain doctrines and creeds of 
deeply the feelings of many a parent already bowed 
d wn with sorrow, h ive be en Ww und d wi) ile Ie aning 


child, by intruding 
where is thy blush ! Yo 


ost sufficient to 


ath-bed of a bcloved 
zealots ! Sh: 


such barberous 


over the de 
me, shame, 
witness conduct ts aln 


cause every man’s he 


sart—every man’s posse essing the 
bleed within him. It is 
at morality 


have 


least tincture of humanity, to 
these “nNeerers 
that ar 
come too near the 
Be it so. 
tact with the notions and sclf-love of many, 
** Wherever truth pomts the way no man 
thouch it should excite the 
in the 


mv fellow citizens, it is these 
culity of all this. The 
truil 10 have i re 


‘r of this may 
lished by some.— 


writs 


ymes in con- 
it is not 


Truth is his object, and if thai co 
his fault. 
follow,” 
those 
labyrinths of error than to humble themselves so much 
as toacknowledge that they are as imperfect and 4s 
treat with so much 


should tear to 


vengeance of who rather prefer groping 


liable to err as those whom they 
contumely, 
“To virtue only and her friends a friend, 
The world beside may murmur or commend ; 
Know all the distant din ‘hat world can keep, 
Rolls o’cr my grotto and but soothes my sleep.” 


MURRAY. 
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